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I am worried about my 16 year old son’s activity on social

media. I feel uninformed about what he is doing, and worry

about his safety. I can’t help but wonder if he is communicating

with members of his birth family, and if so, what is he learning

from them? I don’t know what to do. The need to find answers

to questions like “Where did I come from?” and “Who am I

connected to beyond my adoptive family?” is drawing increasing

numbers of preteens and teenagers to utilize the internet as

their virtual search engine. Continue Reading Here
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Improving Long-Term Outcomes in
Adolescent Adoption

In 2019, 23 percent of all children in foster care were 13-17

years old, and nearly 6 percent of those were adopted that

same year.1 While international adoptions have declined

overall since 2005, the percentage of adolescents ages 13-17

adopted internationally climbed from 2.8 percent to 16.4

percent between 2005 and 2019.2 With organizations

intentionally focusing on reducing the number of youth in

care and agencies diligently recruiting families to adopt older

children, an increasing number of families are considering

adopting older children. Continue Reading Here
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https://adoptionsupport.org/dear-ellen-navigating-teens-online-search-and-reunion-process/
https://duke.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d51s6xuTy8yAfIh
https://fosteringvoices.com/episode-79-adult-adoptee-reunited-with-bio-dad/
https://adoptioncouncil.org/publications/adoption-advocate-no-148/
https://www.yoffetherapy.com/


Naively self-confident, my husband and I adopted a

young child who had experienced severe neglect and

many disruptions in his first year-and-a-half of life.

After all, we reasoned, we both had extensive

experience working with people who have a wide

variety of special needs; I had worked in the field of

child development and education for years, and we

were already experienced parents. Our self-confidence

evaporated within hours of Gustavo's arrival. Six years

later, we are still learning, but what we have learned

from our own experience and from other toddler

adoptive parents could fill a book. In fact, it has.

Continue Reading Here

Toddler Adoption: More Than
You May Expect

"Don't tell us that we're  lucky, tell us it's okay that
we're sad, tell us that missing people we don't

know is okay and that loving two moms is safe to
say out loud. Tell us that home is can be a place we

start and a place we end up." - Rebecca Dolan
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https://www.rainbowkids.com/adoption-stories/toddler-adoption-more-than-you-may-expect-223
http://www.adoptionlcsw.com/2018/11/instant-family-adoption-movie-review.html#:~:text=The%20Adoption%20Connection,experience%20thoroughly%20without%20being%20exploitative.
https://www.thecenterforconnection.org/ledette-gambini
https://www.facebook.com/Adopted-and-Fostered-Adults-of-the-African-Diaspora-134935843248770/?ref=page_internal
http://www.adopteeson.com/listen/166

