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SPECIAL CHALLENGES OF

KINSHIP ADOPTION

FAMILY ROCKS: THE LIFE

OF PEG

R E S O U R C E S

Setting Boundaries as a Kinship
Provider
Big concepts like love and community are rooted in the idea

that we’re willing to help others even when it hurts us. The idea

is called altruism, and it’s a big part of what makes a family

work. Kinship caregivers, like foster and adoptive parents, are

expected to be altruistic. But they face a unique challenge – in

order to do what’s best for a child in their care, they often risk

damaging their relationship with their own child. Setting

boundaries as a kinship provider is a big challenge because

when it’s all in the family, doing the right thing can really hurt.

Continue Reading Here

While playing with her daughters at a Chicago-area park

recently, Karen Muller experienced what has become a rite of

passage for a growing segment of adoptive parents. Pointing to

her kids, a child asked, “Are you their

grandma?”Chronologically, she could be. But 56-year-old

Muller didn’t even add “mom” to her repertoire until she

adopted from China at the age of 51. At 54, she adopted again.

Continue Reading Here

"Older, Wiser and Warming Bottles":
A Guide for Older Adoptive Parents

KINSHIP FAMILY:

CREATING A SENSE OF

BELONGING

https://creatingafamily.org/adoption-category/special-challenges-of-kinship-adoption/
http://lifeofpeg-familyrocks.blogspot.com/
http://foster-adoptive-kinship-family-services-nj.org/setting-boundaries-as-a-kinship-provider/
https://www.adoptivefamilies.com/parenting/older-adoptive-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPMtWMmzGqg&feature=youtu.be


"Don't adopt if you want to be the child's only
mother. That's like getting a shower when you

wanted a bathtub. Eventually there is going to be a
big mess." - Anne Heffron

SENSE PASS KING: A

STORY FROM CAMEROON

M O R E  R E S O U R C E S

BROWN HISTORY

THE LIST OF THINGS THAT

WILL NOT CHANGE

The growth of family-centred practice in child welfare,

together with the progressive shrinking of the pool of foster

carers, has driven a new awareness of care options in the wider

family network (Geen & Berrick, 2002) when mothers and

fathers are not available. Unlike putting a child into a foster

care placement, “Kinship care moves a child to a more stable

part of their own family” (Brown, Cohon, & Wheeler, 2002,

p.70). There has been a huge upswing in the number of children

placed by the courts into kinship care in English-speaking

countries in the last decade (AIHW, 2010; Farmer & Moyers,

2008; Harden, Clyman, Kriebel, & Lyons, 2004) with many

more in informal kinship care (Hunt, 2009; Messing, 2006;

O’Neill, 2011). Most children are placed with their grandparents

(Boetto, 2010). Contrary to earlier fears, research is

increasingly suggesting that grandparent care is at least as safe

as foster care (Connolly, 2003). Kinship care provides for

greater stability of care (Connolly, 2003; Farmer, 2010),

maintains children’s wider family connections (Cuddleback,

2004), and improves the chances of brothers and sisters being

kept together (Patton, 2003)Kinship care families do not

generally see themselves as a form of foster care or as

providing placements, but simply as a family. Continue Reading

Here

"We Have No Choice"- The Challenge
of Kinship Care

OTHER WORDS FOR HOME

MOVED FROM RELATIVE

TO RELATIVE: A JOURNEY

TOWARD HEALING AFTER

TRAUMA

https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/Sense-Pass-King--A-Story-from-Cameroon-9780823415779
https://www.instagram.com/brownhistory/?hl=en
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/The-List-of-Things-That-Will-Not-Change-9781101938096
https://www.thetcj.org/child-care-history-policy/we-have-no-choice-the-challenge-of-kinship-care
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/Other-Words-for-Home-9780062747808
https://theforgotteninitiative.org/s8e6/

